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Providing adequate resources for public lands is
essential. The U.S.  government must make a strong
commitment to supply the funding necessary to
balance conservation and visitor facilitation in
national parks, forests and other public lands. Funds
must also be dedicated to restoring and protecting
historic sites for future generations. 

Kansas Impact: Kansas is rich in natural attributes
and historical landmarks. Our communities rely on
consistent and reliable funding streams and are
essential to maintaining these assets. TIAK
specifically supports Congress accepting the Western
Trail, along with the Chisholm Trail, as the first cattle
trails to be designated. Unfortunately, Wallace
Branch of the Western Trail, which ran through
Logan, Wallace, Sherman and Cheyenne Counties in
Kansas, was inadvertently omitted and needs to be
included for consideration.
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Travel is essential to the American economy,
providing an indispensable source of job
creation. The travel industry is unique; it is highly
dependent on human labor, generally immune to
outsourcing and plays a key role in international
trade. When travel thrives, so does America!

One of the Travel Industry Association of
Kansas' (TIAK) strategic priorities is to advocate
on behalf of the collective Kansas tourism
industry. Decisions made at the federal level
impact Kansas tourism. Therefore, TIAK
members ask that our Kansas Federal
Delegation advocate for the enclosed legislative
positions.
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TRAVEL WORKFORCE
The workforce crisis affects every corner of the travel
industry. From frontline hourly positions to mid-level
management and beyond. Tourism historically has had
a reputation of low-paying jobs, long hours with little
upward mobility, which have only been exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic. The loss of jobs due to the
pandemic decimated travel, which despite gains
through the summer, still falls 7% below its pre-
pandemic levels, and hotels are still 21% below pre-
pandemic, as of December 2021.

Leaders across the industry are exploring ways to
recruit a more diverse population, incentivize hiring
and highlight the benefits of a career in the travel
industry with the goal of building back a more stable
workforce. The state of the travel workforce is very
different today and the industry must work with
lawmakers collectively to address today’s challenges.

Kansas Impact: Kansas tourism and hospitality
industry continues to experience historical workforce
shortfalls and there has been a reset of those willing
to work in the industry. Incentives to attract workers
to the industry will not only help the travel industry
recover but the overall U.S. economy, as well.

LEISURE & BUSINESS TRAVEL
The travel industry is one of the hardest-hit industries
in the economic fallout of the public health crisis. It is
clear a broader economic recovery will not happen
without a recovery within the travel industry. Until
widespread travel fully resumes without restrictions,
the travel industry will continue to need federal
assistance to maintain operations and expedite the
recovery process.

While leisure travel rebound has served as a lifeline
for the travel industry it is not enough. Business travel,
professional meetings and events are critical to the full
recovery to travel and the U.S. economy. This once
powerful travel industry segment, and major economic
driver, experienced a staggering 77% decline in direct
spending in the U.S. since 2019. Face-to-face meetings
and in-person events are critical components of driving
new business and building relationships, the
foundation of how companies operate. However, the
U.S. economy and American jobs cannot wait the
estimated three years for a full recovery. Supporting
sustained growth of domestic leisure travel, in addition
to an urgent restart of business and international
travel, is key to a full economic recovery.

Kansas Impact: Both leisure and business travel are
important segments to the Kansas economy. In 2020,
the Kansas economy saw visitor spending drop by
$1.9 billion. While we anticipate final reports for 2021
to indicate a better travel year, we know that the
industry is still lagging behind 2019 and additional
investment is needed to restore travel to Kansas. 

FACILITATING FOREIGN TRAVEL
The most innovative security programs make travel
more accessible and efficient. TIAK calls for a more
streamlined approach to travel facilitation to promote
a resurgence in travel demand. Such program
enhancements include: expanding Global Entry and
Preclearance locations to Visa Waiver Program (VWP)
countries; expanding the Visa Waiver Program to
countries with strong security and low overstays; and,
enabling groups visa processing for large international
conference, exhibitions, events, and tours held in the
U.S.

Kansas Impact: Foreigners travel to Kansas for many
reasons - business, education, aviation, tourism
experiences and interests for all walks of life - and
TIAK  supports programs that make it easier for
foreign travelers to journey to Kansas.

Federal lawmakers must take several steps to help
facilitate highway travel and invest in our surface
transportation system. Such improvements include
properly financing the Highway Trust Fund, mitigating
highway congestion, increasing funding for the Federal
Lands Highways program, properly funding and
promoting National Scenic Byways and securing
funding for the Transportation Enhancements
program.

Kansas Impact: Travelers to Kansas rely heavily on
roadways while visiting our state. Kansas also has
twelve byways, eight scenic, two of which are
National Scenic Byways and three historic byways.
Maintaining federal transportation funding and
assuring Kansas gets its fair share is essential in
preserving both the core infrastructure and scenic
roadways important to Kansas tourism. 

HIGHWAY & BYWAY FUNDING

TIAK supports Brand USA, the first national travel
promotion program designed to attract more
international travelers to the U.S. The program is
funded by the private sector, mostly the tourism-related
industry, with matching federal funds of up to $100
million a year from a $10 fee that international
travelers pay when they visit the U.S. 

TIAK thanks Congress for its recent authorization of
$250 million in funding allocated for Brand USA to
market and promote the safe reopening of
international travel to the U.S.

Kansas Impact: Less traveled states, such as Kansas,
benefit from Brand USA because it lures foreign
visitors to major attractions and cities who on
subsequent trips to the USA are likely to choose other
destinations such as Kansas. 

BRAND USA

Our nation’s transportation infrastructure—made up of
roads, airports, highways, bridges, rail and more—
enables people to travel and conduct commerce
around the country and across the globe. 

Kansas Impact: All modes of transportation are
critical to the success of Kansas industries,
particularly tourism, and adequate funding to
maintain and enhance all modes of transportation is
critical.

IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE


