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By Stacy Barnes

I

am so proud to be a part of the Kansas
Tourism team! On April 10 and 11, I had
the honor of representing TIAK in
Washington D.C. for Destination Capitol Hill.
It was wonderful to share the Kansas
tourism story with our elected officials and
their staff. It was awesome to sit in those
meetings and watch Natalie, Jim, Susie,
Jan, Bridgette, Gloria, Kevin, and Secretary Loveless tell our story
and share our concerns. I am honored that Kansas Department of
Wildlife Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) Secretary Loveless took time
out of his busy schedule to join us and get to know the industry and
us better.
Most of us are preparing for the ramp-up of summer travelers and
also for National Tourism Week on May 5-11. Whether you come
from a small community like mine or a more urban area, the impact
that visitors have on our communities is great! The KDWPT has
prepared a great toolkit for us to use to help celebrate tourism in
our communities. Check it out here: https://www.travelks.com/
industry/nttw.
Being in our nation’s capitol gave me feelings of hope, pride, and
great responsibility to be the best citizen that I can. I wanted to
share a quote from Martin Luther King Jr. that is inscribed at his
memorial that struck me. I hope it touches you as well.
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NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK: MAY 5-11

W

e pass popular tourist sites every day but may not even think of how it
supports our communities. But our attractions are the backbone of
Kansas. These places define our communities, provide our families with jobs, and
have given us and thousands of visitors a lifetime of memories.
Travel matters, and it improves Kansas in ways that have a wide-reaching impact
on Kansas residents. Travel supports thousands of jobs; and it also has an
impact that we do not always see: travel can strengthen families, foster
hometown pride, and build bridges that connect us with one another.

Travel Matters to America
At the national level, travel is critical to the U.S. economy and American jobs. As a leader in workforce development and
career advancement–travel creates and supports 15.6 million jobs across the U.S.–making it the seventh-largest private
sector employer. In 2017, traveler spending generated $165 billion in total tax revenue, including $76 billion in state and
local revenue. That $76 billion can pay for a host of critical resources: it’s more than enough to pay all state and local
police and firefighters, or the more than one million public high school teachers.
Travel is powerful for cities and states, and Kansas is no exception. Think back to your first job. Maybe you worked at a
local business or attraction that has been around for years, or maybe your kids work there now. For many—one third of
Americans to be exact—travel is the front door to a promising career. Americans whose first job in travel have an
average career salary of $81,900; and two in five of those whose first job was in travel are now earning more than
$100,000.
Those are only a few reasons why it’s so important to keep welcoming visitors to Kansas, and why our industry is
elevating the message of “Travel Matters” during National Travel and Tourism Week (NTTW) on May 5-11. We
encourage you to join us in observing NTTW this year, and celebrate all that travel does for Kansas and or country as a
whole.
Here are a few ways to get involved:
• Join a local rally event if your community is holding one.
• Contact our members of Congress and tell them why travel is important to Kansas.
• Get social and engage with the #nttw19 hashtag on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. Share how travel matters in
your community.

For more great ideas and resources, check out this toolkit from the Kansas Department of Wildlife Parks and Tourism.
This year’s NTTW is more than just another campaign. It’s a movement that positions the travel industry as a primary
driver in the U.S. economy, and as an important part of our daily lives in Kansas.
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BIG KANSAS ROADTRIP: MAY 2-5

A

re you ready for the Big Kansas Road Trip, May 2-5, 2019 in Cheyenne, Sherman, and Wallace counties?
Cheyenne shares the border with Colorado and Nebraska and Sherman and Wallace with Colorado. They are part
of an active tourism group, the Northwest Kansas Travel Council. As you travel to this area you'll find their promotional
materials handy for sightseeing along the way.
Note! Sherman and Wallace counties observe Mountain Time.
You'll have the opportunity to eat in the cafes, shop in the stores, tour the attractions, and drive the scenic roads. You'll
get to see these communities as they are--with the red carpet rolled out. There will be Information Centers in the three
counties where you can pick up itineraries and menus of things to see and do. Though not required, these towns will
come up with some extras. It'll be a great time to explore with hundreds of other people who want to get to know Kansas.
Some things to note:
• Bring lawn chairs.
• Restaurants will serve until the food is gone.
• There is a grocery store in the county seat of each county, and in Bird City.
• Gas up whenever you can. Not every town has gas pumps.
• When you cross cattle guards, keep an eye out for cattle on the roads. They have the right of way.
• It’s a courtesy to bring rolls of toilet paper and offer them to businesses that are opening their bathrooms.
What is the Big Kansas Road Trip?
The BKRT was created by the Kansas Sampler Foundation as an event to showcases
different areas of Kansas. Each year everyone is invited to go to a designated showcase
area and descend on towns, cafes and attractions.
The Big Goal: Get hooked on exploring Kansas in a way that will help sustain communities.
Find out what these counties are all about and see what they have to offer. We’ll all explore
one showcase area at the same time, have lots of fun, and make a big difference to the local people and businesses.
Learn more at www.bigkansasroadtrip.com. And don’t forget to use #bkrt19 on your social media posts!
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KANSAS TOURSISM CONFERENCE: OCTOBER 21-23

T

he Kansas Tourism Conference will be held on October 21-23 and is a
highlight each year with inspiring speakers and networking
opportunities. Both sponsors and attendees, alike, enjoy interacting with
hotels, attractions, CVBs, and dining and retail establishments from across
Kansas!
Reasons to attend:
• Networking with tourism agencies, communities, businesses, and more
from across Kansas!
• The latest and greatest news and information on technological
advancements!
• Discover up and coming products, offering, and opportunities in the
tourism industry!
• Be the first to receive the details from the newest economic impact study, hot off the presses!
• You get to enjoy the company of the great tourism staff and partners that are crazy about Kansas!
The 2019 Kansas Tourism Conference will be held at the Kansas Star Casino in Mulvane. Registration is now open. It’s
also not too early to make your hotel reservations. A block has been reserved at the Hampton Inn & Suites from October
19-24. Use this link for booking.
*If your community/facility would like to submit an RFP for the 2021 or 2022 Kansas Tourism Conference, click here. RFPs
are due by May 6.

KDWPT SECRETARY LOVELESS CONFIRMED

B

rad Loveless was confirmed by the Senate on April 5 as Secretary of
the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT).
Governor Laura Kelly appointed Loveless in January 2019.
“Secretary Loveless is an experienced, respected leader of conservation
and environmental programs in Kansas,” said Gov. Kelly. “I look forward to
working with him to foster responsible stewardship of our natural resources
and promote the state’s fantastic travel destinations and outdoor recreation opportunities.”
“I am grateful to Governor Kelly for the chance to lead an organization that I greatly respect and have worked with for
many years,” said Secretary Loveless. “I have had the pleasure of getting to know many previous secretaries as well as
the biologists, land managers and administrative staff. They’re great people and I look forward to working with them to
serve this wonderful state.”
Loveless joined the department after a 34-year career with Westar Energy where he was most recently the senior director
of Environmental Conservation and Sustainability. Prior to that position, he was director of biology and conservation
programs and earlier held environmental management positions at Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation. He also
served as a leader of Westar’s Green Team, an active volunteer group of employees and retirees that helps with habitat
improvement, environmental access and education, and enhancement of sensitive species. A fisheries biologist by
training, he is an avid angler, hunter and beekeeper.
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DC REFLECTIONS
By Jim Zaleski FCDME, TIAK Vice President & Chairman, Advocacy Committee

H

aving spent time on the east coast I was no foreigner to getting
around Washington DC but this was my first US Travel
Destination Capitol Hill event and it more than exceeded any possible
expectations. I was especially impressed with the US Travel
coordination of not only our meetings with elected officials but the half
day conference preceding the trip up The Hill.
Informative and fast moving the conference expressed not only the priorities of US Travel’s legislative agenda but gave
suggestions and tactics to use during your time with elected officials. Several speakers brought their specific expertise to
the conference and presentations included panel interactions and plenty of time for audience questions.
The Kansas delegation was mentioned more than once during
the presentation from former Congressman Kevin Yoder.
During which he often used the group as an example of how a
consistent presence at the event and continued communication
throughout the year can make a difference when standing out in
the barrage of information elected officials receive daily.
Talking points reinforced during the event from an international
view point included the $12.8 billion dollar deferred
maintenance challenge for our national parks, the renewing of
Brand USA and the renaming of the VISA waiver program to
the Trusted Traveler Partnership.
Former Kansas Congressman Kevin Yoder speaks at this year's
U.S. Travel Association's Destination Capitol Hill, and even gives
a shout-out to our TIAK group: "The Kansas delegation is a
perfect example of why these hill visits are important. I think of
them as friends who I recognized when I went back home. I knew
that when I needed an answer, they had it. They are the secret
sauce!"

While touting US Travel priorities, the Kansas delegation was
also able to speak to state level concerns including funding
mechanisms and transportation infrastructure. The
infrastructure conversation was not only road and air, but
included train travel that has become more important to Kansas
with the operation of Amtrak’s Southwest Chief.

During our visit with Senator Moran, one which the official sat in on, the delegation was joined by US Travel President &
CEO Roger Dow, Executive Vice President of Public Affairs and Policy, Tori Barnes and other top US Travel leaders.
The meeting was a spirited and informational exchange of ideas and priorities with much being asked of the current
administration, followed by several questions and comments from the Senator himself.
Following the well-received interaction with Senator Moran, Mr. Dow was quick to praise our group by stating that
Kansas has its stuff together and that in a cohesive manner, we all knew our job. The Kansas message was repeated at
Senator Roberts office and additional meetings throughout the day including all five representative’s offices from our
congressional districts.
The schedule was well timed for both length of the meetings and walking times necessary between offices and all of
them included the appropriate staff if your elected official was unable to attend.
(Continued on page 6)
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DC REFLECTIONS
(Continued from page 5)

A special thank you to Congressman Estes’ office that arranged a special invite for a walking tour of the capital building
dome. It was a once in a life time experience for those that trekked the 300-plus stairs and were able to walk around the
outside of the top of the capitol dome.
While the trip is not inexpensive it is well worth carving out travel costs to the nation's Capital to participate. I mentioned
the fluid scheduling of the day that allows for easy movement from office to office, it also allows enough time for those
that would like to spend personal time at any of the innumerable historical tourism spots that flood the city.

The trip to Washington DC has already been show priority with recent approvals from the TIAK Board of Directors and
suggestions from the Advocacy Committee. I am confident the strong delegation that has already left its impression on
our nation’s Capital will continue into the future.

TIAK members enjoy dinner the night before congressional meetings begin at
the legislative fly-in.

Josh Bell, Chief of Staff for Congressman Ron Estes, escorts the
Kansas delegation to the top of the Capitol Building.

TIAK members network with travel professionals across the
country at the U.S. Travel Association’s Destination Capitol Hill.
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VETO SESSION OUTLOOK

K

ansas lawmakers wrapped up the first part of the 2019
legislative session on April 5 and will return to Topeka
on Wednesday, May 1 after a three-week spring break.
Heading into Veto Session, many are predicting it to be short;
although with taxes, budget, Medicaid expansion, and an
unexpected veto override all still left on the table, it’s unclear
how they will get their work done so quickly.
First item of business? Probably taxes.
Leadership from both the House and Senate have indicated a
desire to address some of the provisions from Senate Bill
22—which the Governor vetoed before break—dealing with the federal tax reform windfall. The trick will be finding the
right combination of policies that aren’t perceived as tax “cuts” and will be supported by the Administration.
The Consensus Revenue Estimating Group, made up of university economists and state budget officials, met on April 18
to revise the November 2018 State General Fund (SGF) forecast revenues. They announced that the state is expected to
see a $15 million increase over the next three years. Budget negotiators were in agreement on most items in the omnibus
budget bill before leaving for break and should move it out quickly when they return.
One particular political battle, however, could slow everything down. The Senate must vote on a motion made before
adjournment to pull the Medicaid expansion bill out of committee and onto the calendar for consideration. The bill narrowly
passed the House after an unexpected “gut-and-go” procedure and has been stalled in the Senate Health Committee ever
since. It will first require 24 votes to pull the bill out of committee and then 27 votes to force a debate and vote on the floor.
Last but not least is a vote to override the Governor’s veto during the break of Senate Bill 67, which requires notification to
patients be posted that the effects of a medication abortion may be reversible. The bill "will interfere with the relationship
between patients and their physician," Kelly said in her veto explanation. The initial vote in the House was veto-proof. The
Senate’s was one vote short.
Aside from these major issues, other conference committees can continue to meet, negotiating differences between
House and Senate positions on any remaining bills. Monday marks the 74th day of the legislative session. The Governor
has signed 56 bills this year, vetoed two, and allowed one to become law without her signature.

For a detailed list of all bills being tracked on behalf of TIAK, click here.

KANSAS LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE
The Kansas Legislative Hotline is 800- 432-3924 and available all year, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. On
weekends, questions can be emailed or left on the answering machine. Instant Message chat is also available at the same
times. “Ask a Librarian” can be accessed through the State Library, HERE.
Typical questions received by the librarians correspond to the activities of the legislative session: who is my legislator, how
do I contact them, what is the bill number, how do I testify, what is the status of a bill? After the legislative session
ends, the hotline continues to receive calls from Kansans wanting to know if a bill passed or died, how they can see the
final version, the effective date, and where will the bill be codified in the statutes.
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U.S. T RAVEL ’ S E CONOMIC O VERVIEW : A PRIL 2019

T

he U.S. economy finished 2018 on a much-expected
slower note, according to Commerce Department
final estimates. Fourth quarter real GDP growth was
revised downward to a 2.2% seasonally adjusted
annualized rate (SAAR). Consumer spending, business
investment and government spending were all revised
downward, as the growth picture slowed significantly from
the 2.6% SAAR estimated in February. Consequently, GDP
growth for the year was also revised downward from 3.1%
to 2.9%. The overall picture, however, remained the same:
consumer spending and business investment slowed down
precipitously from the expansionary third quarter. “The U.S.
economy slowed more in the fourth quarter than previously
thought, though partly because of the government
shutdown,” said senior economist Sal Guatieri of BMO
Capital Markets. “The impact of tax cuts is fading, but the
underlying trend in activity still points more to a moderation
in growth rather than a recession.”
For some economists, including Lydia Boussour and
Gregory Daco at Oxford Economics, Q4 slowdown
represents a downshift in economic momentum. “The U.S.
economy reached an inflection point” in the fourth quarter,
noted Boussour and Daco. “Given the rather long list of
downbeat economic releases to start the year, it is now
clear that the [3% annual real GDP] growth pace is a thing
of the past.” They further noted that while “a temporary Q1
soft patch will be followed by a Q2 rebound, more time is
needed to assess the magnitude of the bounce back.”
Indeed, consumer spending indicators have remained soft
to start 2019, with household spending increasing only
0.1% month-over-month in January after contracting 0.2%
(m/m) in December. Moreover, a sharp drop in imported
goods in January emphasized the decreased domestic
demand to start the year.

monetary policy research at Moody’s Analytics. “I’m not
overly concerned yet. It was a pretty strong 2018.
Underlying fundamentals are still solid,” he said, citing a
strong labor market and growing personal income metrics.
The labor market bounced back in March after a sluggish
February, with nearly 200,000 new jobs added to the
economy and annual wage growth at 3.2%.
On top of that, more Americans are looking for work,
with one million workers joining the labor force from
September 2018 to February 2019, the largest six-month
increase on record. The unexpected rise in labor force
participation (with many older Americans continuing to
work) could explain the soft patches of wage growth and
price inflation throughout 2018 and 2019 (the supply-side of
the labor market remained unexpectedly high). “It would
suggest there’s less inflationary pressure associated with
the unemployment rate being as low as it is,” said former
Federal Reserve Chairwoman Janet Yellen.

For its part, inflation remains worryingly low at a time when
consumer spending is expected to slow down. The
Personal Consumption Expenditure Price Index
has remained short of the Federal Reserve’s 2% target
over the past three years; in January it registered at a 1.4%
12-month increase in consumer prices. Indeed, the soft
inflation caused the Fed to about-face on its current
schedule interest rate increases, though officials remain
optimistic moving forward. “You want to believe this is all
transitory,” said Diane Swonk, chief economist at Grant
Thornton. “The hard part is, we’re in a slowdown with less
visibility. So, it’s like being in a storm and having the fog set
in. And it could be that we’ve got calmer waters right on the
other side of it, and that’s the bet…but until the fog lifts, we
can’t know that.” For now, Oxford Economics expects a soft
first quarter, below 1% real GDP growth (SAAR), while
However, despite whispered recession fears, “we’re settling the New York Fed and Atlanta Fed’s nowcasting models
into a more sustainable pace of growth,” as the impact of
are more optimistic, predicting 1.4 and 2.3% real GDP
the 2018 fiscal stimulus fades, said Ryan Sweet, head of
growth (SAAR), respectively.
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APRIL EDUCATION SEMINAR

Educate yourself in 2019
compliments of the Kansas Tourism
Division. Kansas Tourism partners,
sign up with a username and
password HERE. Access recorded
programs at anytime or view live
webinars each Thursday.

UPCOMING ONLINE
COURSES
Shifting from Digital Distraction to
Unbridled Creativity
May 2
Humanizing your Travel & Tourism
Brand Through Video
May 9
Maximizing Your Results on the
Largest Social Network
May 16
Get more information on these
upcoming webinars HERE.

RECORDED COURSES
Kansas Tourism partners,
sign up with username and password
HERE. Then view the recorded
webinars HERE.

D

ozens of TIAK members traveled to Salina on April 18 for the
April Educational Seminar on Human Trafficking.

Human trafficking, a modern form of slavery, is the second-largest and
fastest-growing criminal industry in the world. Did you know that the
U.S. Justice Department has identified Kansas as an originating state
for human trafficking?
Representatives from the Kansas Attorney General’s Office and Deb
Kluttz, Director of Homestead Ministries, showed attendees specific
ways to spot, report, and help human trafficking in our communities. If
you’d like to download a copy of the presentation slides from the event,
click here.
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TASTE OF TIAK PROMOTION

OF
Don’t want to bite off more than you can chew? Then how about a “taste”? Learn more HERE.

Any NEW member can join TIAK in 2019 for just $50!
H OSPITALIT Y H UB
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WEBSITES
The City of Dodge City is excited to share their two, yes TWO, public engagement websites for the Dodge City Comprehensive Plan and the Wright Park
Zoo Masterplan. They’re using these websites to enhance community outreach
in addition to in-person meetings. Follow to get updates, ask questions, offer
feedback, and shape your community.

DID YOU KNOW?
We’re on Facebook!
Like and follow us @KansasTIAK

Follow the projects on coUrbanize: Dodge City Comprehensive Plan and Wright
Park Zoo Master Plan. If you’re on Facebook, click here to watch a quick tutorial
on how to use the sites.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Big Kansas Road Trip
May 2-5, Cheyenne Sherman and Wallace County
National Tourism Week
May 5-11
Governor’s Council on Tourism
June 7, Topeka
Open to the public, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Curtis State Office Building
Kansas Tourism Conference
October 21-23, Kansas Star Casino, Mulvane

Travel Industry Association of KS
825 S. Kansas Ave., Ste. 502
Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 233-9465
www.tiak.org

