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TALK
U PDATES F ROM Y OUR T OURISM G UIDE
From Jan Stevens, TIAK President
It’s been said that August is like the SUNDAY of summer. August reminds us that school is just around the corner, and
there is just one last warm holiday to enjoy before the cooler
weather starts to creep in. I LOVE August.
For us at home, we are knee-deep in picking tomatoes and
planning for the grandbaby’s third birthday party. It’s usually
the month where the tourism industry takes a deep breath and
reflects back on how well the summer season went, and starts
to make plans for what changes and tweaks might need to be
made before the next wave of visitors start coming for fall events and activities.
It’s also the time of year that TIAK kicks into high gear and gets all of the yearly conference plans firmed up. Make sure your plans for the conference include donating
an item to the Local Products Pull fundraiser, signing up to decorate a table, or submitting an auction item. There is also a golf tournament, and a way for you to support
a student to attend the conference through the student scholarship fund. You can
find out more information on all of this at the TIAK website!

One last item I wanted to mention, this month we conducted our August Board of
Directors meeting via email. It seemed to work out really well. We might review this
format again in the future, dependent on weather and topics needing to be covered
by the board. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
“...And all at once, summer collapsed into fall.” —Oscar Wilde ■
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J ENNISON H IRED AS N EW M ANAGER OF K ANSAS S TATE F AIR
From The Hutchinson News
Robin Jennison grew up in a farm family in Healy and although he participated in 4H, he never did qualify to compete at the Kansas State Fair.
The Kansas State Fair Board, searching for months for a permanent general manager for the State Fair, declared Jennison worthy of the top honor. He will start Sept. 23
in his new role. He will relinquish his job as Secretary of the Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism effective Sept. 22, just months short of serving eight
years there.
Jennison’s links to the agricultural community, his legislative career, and his success running a fee-funded state agency similar to the Kansas State Fair—all made him
well qualified for the job of general manager, according to fair board members.
Jennison’s annual salary as general manager will be $122,000. There will be no health insurance or retirement
benefits, State Fair Board President Virginia Crossland-Macha said, which will save the State Fair $8,000 or
more, she indicated. According to a website showing public pay, Jennison’s gross total pay in 2017 at Wildlife,
Parks and Tourism was $115,778. Jennison will continue to live in Wichita. His wife, Coleen Jennison, is Kansas
market vice president at Cox Communications.
Jennison regards his tenure at Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism as a successful one, and said he could have stayed
another two years. But a governor will be sworn in in January 2019 to a four-year term, and Jennison thinks whoever the governor is, he or she should appoint someone who will plan to stay in the job four years. Jennison said
there are three assistant secretaries at Wildlife, Parks and Tourism. Gov. Colyer named Assistant Secretary, Linda Craghead (pictured below), as interim Secretary. ■

Gov. Jeff Colyer appointed Linda Craghead to serve as Interim Secretary of
the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism. Craghead, who is
currently Assistant Secretary of KDWPT, will replace Secretary Robin Jennison.
Craghead has served at KDWPT since 2011 where her duties included
managing the Park and Tourism divisions of the department as well as
overseeing the transition of Tourism from the Department of Commerce to its
current home in KDWPT. She is from Alma and graduated from Kansas State
with a degree in Animal Science & Agriculture.
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J OINT L EGISLATIVE T RANSPORTATION V ISION T ASK F ORCE
Earlier this month, Rep. Richard Proehl offered an overview of
the Joint Legislative Transportation Vision Task Force and explained the Task Force statutory mission as:
1. Evaluate the progress of the 2010 transportation works for
Kansas program to date.

2. Evaluate the current system condition of the state transportation system, including roads and bridges.
3. Solicit local input on existing uncompleted projects and future
projects in each highway and metropolitan district.
4. Evaluate current uses of the state highway fund dollars, including fund transfers for other purposes outside of infrastructure
improvements.
5. Evaluate current transportation funding in Kansas to determine whether it is sufficient to not only maintain the transportation system in the current state, but also to ensure that it
serves the future transportation needs of Kansas residents.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
September 6

Salina

September 12

Wyandotte County

September 20

Pittsburg

October 4

Newton

October 11

Garden City

October 18

Wichita

October 24

Hays

November 8

Johnson County

November 9

Manhattan

November
28 & 29

TopekaRecommendations

SEPT. 6—NOV. 9 MEETING FORMAT
10 a.m.—Noon

Information &
Discussion Session

Noon—12:30 p.m.

Working Lunch

12:30 p.m.—3 p.m.

Local Input
Testimony

6. Identify additional necessary transportation projects, especially
projects with a direct effect on the economic health of the
state of Kansas and its residents.
7. Make recommendations regarding the needs of the transportation system over the next 10 years and beyond.
8. Make recommendations on the future structure of the state
highway fund as it relates to maintaining the state infrastructure system.
9. Make and submit reports to the legislature concerning all such
work and recommendations of the task force. All such reports
shall be submitted to the legislature on or before January 31,
2019.
Click here to view meeting agendas, minutes and testimony from
the task force. ■
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E CONOMIC L IFELINES L EADERSHIP
From Economic Lifelines
The executive committee of Economic Lifelines has appointed Ed DeSoigne
to serve as the Interim Executive Director following Tara Mays’ departure this
month. Mays began a new career chapter serving the membership of the Kansas Electric Cooperatives in government relations.
Mays advanced the organization’s mission under her tenure by working to
get the legislation approved that provided $400 million in additional bonding
for highway and bridge maintenance for 2018 and 2019 and legislation enabling the Transportation Task Force.
DeSoigne has invested his career in advocating for transportation issues in
our state and region and looks forward to continuing that work with Economic
Lifelines. He recently served as Executive Director of the Heavy Constructors
Association of Greater Kansas City, which is one of the founding members of
Economic Lifelines. During his career, DeSoigne was a member of the initial
Interim Director Ed DeSoigne
Economic Lifelines team that worked on passage of the 1989 Comprehensive
Highway Program while lobbying for the Kansas Contractors Association. He also worked on passage of the 1999
Comprehensive Transportation Program and the 2010 T-WORKS Program and has served for the past 20 years
on the Economic Lifelines Executive Committee. Previous to all of that, DeSoigne served in state government for
13 years, with six years as legislative liaison and special assistant to the Kansas Secretary of Transportation at
KDOT.
“Throughout these various professional settings, I’ve seen first-hand the powerful, effective dynamic work of
diverse Kansas interests uniting to support investments in transportation,” DeSoigne said. “That’s what makes
Economic Lifelines so important as we enter a new chapter for our state.” ■

2018 K ANSAS P RIMARY R ECAP
The county authorities in Kansas have finished their tallies of votes from the
primary election. While this is usually more interesting to legislative and local candidates, the closeness of the Governor’s race put this in the spotlight. The anticipation for the primary had been building for some time. There had rarely been as many viable candidates running
on both the Republican and Democratic tickets in Kansas. Races for Congress in the 2nd and 3rd Districts were
also competitive primaries. All this increased attention to the primary, increased the number of advanced voters
and increased turn out on Election Day.
With Governor Colyer conceding the race to Sec. of State Kobach, a lot of pressure was taken off the process.
Had the Governor chosen to go forward with a recount, the process could have dragged on for at least two more
weeks, maybe more if recounts were taken to court. That would have hardened the divide between Kobach and
Colyer supporters.
Colyer’s quick action to cede the election and endorse Kobach helps Kobach as the nominee. Besides Democrat Laura Kelly, Kobach will face two independent candidates and a Libertarian on the ballot for Governor. Greg
(Continued on page 5)
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(CONT.)

(Continued from page 4)

Orman running as an independent has
money to put up a challenge to Kobach
and Kelly. Kobach needs a unified Republican voting base to win.

If voters are looking for alternatives to
Kobach and Kelly, they have them. Kobach
and Kelly are campaigning for the same
group outside their own base of support.
How aggressive will they be in their campaigns? Will their campaigns go
negative? Will the negative campaigning push voters away from them?
These are just a few of the questions political types are asking in Kansas.
This fall the congressional races in the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Districts could
also draw national attention with the control of Congress in the balance.
Normally red Kansas Congressional districts are not so certain now, Republican candidates cannot take past voters for granted to win.
Kansas legislative races saw a few incumbents get beat, some by former incumbents. The Kansas House is on the ballot this year, with only one Kansas Senate special election. There
are a number of primary victors who don’t have a general election opponent, so their races are done. Usually there
is around a 25% turnover in House members each election cycle. That number might be a little lower this year.
There will be competitive House races in November, and more incumbents might lose. There is usually one or two
that do. Conservative Republicans gained a few seats after the primary. That could likely have an effect on the
makeup of House Leadership and committee assignments. Republicans are expected to easily maintain control of
the Kansas House.
Campaign ads are already on TV. Outside political interests will be an increasing presence in this Kansas election, especially with control of Congress in the balance. This campaign season could be one of the most expensive
ever in Kansas. And we could have another close Governor’s race. ■

U.S. Travel’s ‘Made in America’ Report Highlights
Value, Importance of Promoting Tourism
The U.S. Travel Association released an in-depth report detailing travel and tourism’s indispensable role
in states’ and communities’ economic health.
Entitled “Made in America: Travel’s Essential Contribution to Economic Development,” the 50-page report
utilizes case studies and economic data to educate
policymakers and the public about the critical need for
sustained efforts to promote their jurisdictions as travel destinations. Click here to read the full report.
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2018 K ANSAS T OURISM C ONFERENCE
The 2018 Kansas Tourism
Conference is filling up!
It’s time to take care of business—and tourism!
Registration for the 2018 Kansas Tourism Conference is open on the TIAK website and the conference is only 2 months away! Are you registered?
The Kansas Tourism Conference is a highlight
each year with inspiring speakers and networking
opportunities. This year’s event takes place October
22-24 in Junction City, at the Courtyard by Marriott
and Convention Center.
The Kansas Tourism Conference event page has
all of the information you need to plan your tourism
getaway, including hotel reservation information, a
dynamic agenda, auction item donation form, student scholarship donation information, sponsorship
opportunities, information on our Local Products
Pull, and so much more! The conference will be
here before you know it, so take care to register today through the TIAK website. ■

The cutoff to submit your Kansas Destination Specialist (KDS) points and forms is
September 21, 2018. View updated points listings on the TIAK website.

Share the conference adventure with a worthy

student in a Kansas hospitality/tourism program
of study. It takes $600 to send a student to the
conference each year and we’re only about 1/2 of
the way there.

Support a student by making a
contribution through the Student
Scholarship Fund available on the
TIAK website at https://tiak.org/
payments/.

Donate an auction item at the Kansas Tourism
Conference and you could win a prize while
helping to support TIAK! Bidders will vote for
the best themed item (must have a value of at
least $50) to determine the 2018 Theme
winner. Enter your auction donation through
the form on the TIAK conference page.
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U PCOMING T RAVEL C ALENDAR
Click on the highlighted calendar
dates for more information.

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

September 3
Labor Day
September 7
Governor’s Council meeting
(see details in box below)

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Every Thursday
e-Learning Webinars
(see Pg. 5 for more details)

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

For a complete listing of 2018 TIAK
meetings, visit the TIAK website.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

H OSPITALITY H UB
The next meeting for the
Governor’s Council on
Travel & Tourism

to TIAK

takes place on
Friday, September 7,
from 10 a.m.—3 p.m.
at the Board of Regents,
5th Floor,
Curtis State Office Building
1000 SW Jackson Street
Meeting agendas
and minutes may be
viewed here.

Make connections
before you head to the
Kansas Tourism
Conference. To access
the TIAK member
directory, visit the
TIAK website.
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G ROWING I NDUSTRY P ROMPTS N EW
D EGREE E MPHASIS
Educate yourself in 2018
compliments of the Kansas Tourism
Division. Kansas Tourism partners,
sign up with a username and
password HERE. Access recorded
programs at anytime or view live
webinars each Thursday.

UPCOMING ONLINE
COURSES
SEPTEMBER 2018 SCHEDULE

Building Local Organic Visibility in
Travel and Tourism
Thursday, September 6
5 Ways to Develop a Killer
Backlink Strategy
Thursday, September 20
Crafting Audiences for Tourism
Social Advertising
Thursday, September 27
Check out all of our upcoming
webinars HERE.

RECORDED COURSES
Kansas Tourism partners,
sign up with username and password
HERE. Then view the recorded
webinars HERE.

From Pittsburg State University

There’s a growing industry in the Four State Area, and Pittsburg
State’s Department of Health, Human Performance, and Recreation responded: it now offers a bachelor’s degree in Recreation
Services, Sports, and Hospitality Management with an emphasis in
Hospitality Management.
The new, nationally-accredited option will be available with the
start of the Fall semester. Students completing the emphasis will
be able to plan, execute, and evaluate events and meetings as well
as begin the management track in casinos, resorts, spas, and other related travel and tourism enterprises. A minor and internship
are also required.
The program is also open to professionals seeking to earn a certificate in hospitality management to gain skills and understanding
or further their career. ”We’re the only one in the region who offers
anything like this,” said Sarah Ball, who along with Rick Hardy will
be teaching the courses in the program. “It’s the ideal program for
either people who want to be wedding planners, hotel administrators, event coordinators, museum directors, work for convention
centers or parks and recreation departments—anything related to
the hospitality industry.”
(Continued on page 13)
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G ROWING I NDUSTRY P ROMPTS N EW
D EGREE E MPHASIS (CONT.)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(CLICK ON EACH LINK FOR
MORE INFORMATION):
October 21, 2018
TIAK Executive Cmte Mtng
Junction City, Kan.

(Continued from page 12)

A recent Pittsburg Micropolitan Economic Report
shows that the hospitality
industry is one of the fastest growing in the region; in
2017, local lodging revenue, room sales, and related jobs have seen a 25.3
percent increase over
2016.
Ball, an assistant professor, holds a bachelor’s degree in exercise science and a master’s degree in
parks and recreation management. Hardy, also an assistant professor, holds a
master’s and a doctorate’s degree in parks, recreation and tourism management, and a master’s degree in communication and advertising. Together
they’ll teach courses such as REC 406; Resort, Spa, and Lodging Operations,
and REC 410: Tourism Planning and Development.
As a precede to the new program, about 50 area professionals gathered at
Pittsburg State this week for the first Event Planning and Management Workshop, led by Ball. Activities demonstrated best practices and resources in the
field, with event professionals from Joplin, Overland Park, Kansas Crossing Casino, and Pittsburg parks & Recreation sharing expertise.
Chris Wilson, who recently joined the Crawford County Convention & Visitors
Bureau as a tourism marketing assistant, has a background in news and publicity. His agency is tasked with getting visitors to Crawford County and ensuring their experience is a positive one, so he wanted to learn more about the
event management and coordination side of the business.
“There’s definitely a need for this kind of education,” he said. “The CVB does
anything and everything related to events and tourism and hospitality, from the
Four State Farm Show to the Shrine Bowl, to grants and sponsorships for area
groups. I’m taking away a lot from the workshop that I can integrate immediately and that will help me speak the language. The idea that this will be something students can major in is great.”
Learn more about the Recreation Services, Sports, and Hospitality Management degree and emphasis choices at Pittsburg State University. ■

October 22, 2018
TIAK Board Meeting
Junction City, Kan.
October 22-24, 2018
Kansas Tourism Conference
Junction City, Kan.
November 6, 2018
Kansas General Election
Early Voting Oct 22-Nov 5
November 8, 2018
TIAK Executive Cmte Mtng
Cottonwood Falls, Kan.
December 13, 2018
TIAK Board Meeting
Hays, Kan.

February 6, 2019
Destination Statehouse
State Capitol, Topeka, Kan.
February 7, 2019
TIAK Board Meeting
Topeka, Kan.

Travel Industry Association
of Kansas
825 S. Kansas, Suite 502
Topeka, KS 66612
PH: 785.233.9465
Email: office@tiak.org
www.tiak.org

