
T I A K  TIMES 

 

 

Volume 12, Issue 4 April 2017 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

WHY DOES NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK MATTER? 
2017 KS Tourism 

Conference 

2 

2017 TIAK Execu-

tive Committee 

2 

Faces of Travel 2 

California Travel 

Ban 

3 

E-Learning  

University 

4 

2017 Veto Session 

Outlook 

5 

TIAK Member  

Receives Honor 

6 

White Papers 6 

2018 KS Official 

Travel Guide 

7 

Eclipse Stamp  

Features Kansas 

City, Kansas 

7 

Calendar of Events 7 

From Bridgette Jobe, TIAK President 

   Established by a congressional resolution in 1983, the events 

of May 7-13, 2017 serve to champion the power of our industry. 

Tourism professionals from across the nation take this week to 

educate our elected officials and locals on the impact of travel in 

our communities. Each community does so in its own unique and 

creative way—I have enjoyed learning the different ways Kansas 

communities choose to celebrate. I encourage you to check out 

Travelks.com for the section that is devoted to National Tourism 

Week with data, sample press releases, and suggested ways to celebrate. 

   To me, the most valuable reason to commemorate National Tourism Week is be-

cause of the jobs travel creates. One in every 9 American jobs depend on travel. In 

Kansas, 63,211 jobs were directly supported through tourism to our state, and 4.9% 

of all jobs in the state were supported through direct, indirect and induced impacts. If 

you are reading this newsletter, there is a great chance that one of those jobs in Kan-

sas is yours. Travel Matters. 

   The 2017 theme for National Tourism Week is “Faces of Travel.” This theme is de-

signed to shine a spotlight on the millions of people who keep this industry strong. 

The travel industry requires employees who understand hospitality, dependability and 

a positive attitude. 

   There are two specific Faces of Travel I would like to applaud and thank for their 

commitment and love for travel in the state of Kansas. As you know, this is the final 

year for the Kansas Sampler Festival. Marci Penner and WenDee LaPlant are two 

people that truly understand the power and value of travel in Kansas, and they con-

tinually encourage me to explore and learn more about my home state. Thank you 

Marci and WenDee for being the Faces of Travel for Kansas. 

   The last reminder I have for you is to make sure you are planning to attend the Kan-

sas Tourism Conference this October 23-25 in Garden City. I have seen the list of 

speakers and this is a conference you are not going to want to miss! ■ 

https://www.travelks.com/
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NATIONAL TRAVEL & TOURISM WEEK  

National Travel and Tourism Week 2017 takes place this year May 7 -13, and 

is shining the spotlight on the people behind our nation ’s travel industry 

with this year ’s theme: “Faces of Travel.” More information can be found 

here. Be sure to let us know what events are planned in your community!  

   Let the celebration begin! Registration for the 2017 Kansas 

Tourism Conference is now open at https://tiak.org/events/

kansas-tourism-conference/.  

   The Kansas Tourism Conference is a highlight each year with 

inspiring speakers and networking opportunities. This year’s 

event takes place October 23-25 in Garden City, at the Clarion 

Inn Hotel & Conference Center. 

   The Kansas Tourism Conference event page has all of the 

information you need to plan your tourism celebration, includ-

ing hotel reservation information, a dynamic agenda, auction 

item donation form, student scholarship donation information, 

sponsorship opportunities, a preview of our newest fundraiser, 

and so much more! And be sure to start thinking about your 

marketing award submission. 

   The celebration is less than 6 months away, so dance your 

way to the TIAK website and register today at https://tiak.org/

events/kansas-tourism-conference/. ■ 

2017 KANSAS TOURISM CONFERENCE 

Your 2017 TIAK Executive  

Committee (From L-R):  

B.J. Harris, Vice President; 

Bridgette Jobe, President;  

Suzan Barnes, Past President;  

Jan Stevens, President-Elect;  

Stacy Barnes, Secretary;  

Kelly Peetoom, Treasurer 

https://www.ustravel.org/news/nttw-2017-share-your-%E2%80%9Cfaces-travel%E2%80%9D-story
https://tiak.org/events/kansas-tourism-conference/
https://tiak.org/events/kansas-tourism-conference/
https://tiak.org/events/kansas-tourism-conference/
https://tiak.org/events/kansas-tourism-conference/
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CALIFORNIA TRAVEL BAN 

By B.J. Harris, Crawford County CVB 

   On Tuesday, April 18th, the Nation-

al Collegiate Athletic Association 

(NCAA) awarded six National Cham-

pionships and three Regional Cham-

pionships to Kansas communities. 

The events include the NCAA Divi-

sion II Football Championship in 

Kansas City, Kansas for 2019 through 2022. This 

event has been held in Kansas City since 2015. The 

NCAA Division II Indoor Track & Field Championships 

will also return 

to Pittsburg in 

2019 and 

2022. The City 

of Lawrence 

was awarded 

t h e  2 0 2 0 

NCAA Division 

I Men’s and 

W o m e n ’ s 

Cross Country 

Regional and 

2020 NCAA 

D iv i s i on  I 

Men’s and 

Women’s Out-

door Track Prelims. Wichita put together another suc-

cessful bid to host the NCAA Men’s Basketball 1st and 

2nd Rounds in 2021. 

   These events bring with them an estimated $22M in 

economic impact. The largest of these, the Men’s Bas-

ketball event in Wichita, will generate an estimated 

$10.1M with more than $2M in Local, State and Fed-

eral taxes.   Since 2013, Kansas communities have 

hosted 53 championship events for the NCAA, NAIA 

and NJCAA alone. These events had an estimated eco-

nomic impact of nearly $90M.  

   Sports Tourism is creating a huge impact on the Kan-

sas economy and represents a growing market for the 

tourism industry. However, that momentum could be 

derailed quickly by current or future legislation. This 

was the case in the fall of 2016, when the NCAA 

stripped several championships from North Carolina in 

response to HB2, better known as the “bathroom bill.” 

It is estimated that North Carolina has lost more than 

$100M in revenue due to HB2 and the subsequent 

boycott by the NCAA and Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Alabama, Missouri, South Carolina, Washington and 

Texas are all considering similar legislation to North 

Carolina. Tourism industry officials in all of those 

states are expressing major concerns and in some cas-

es, organizing opposition campaigns. 

   In Kansas, 

there’s a cur-

rent ban on 

state- funded 

travel by the 

State of Cali-

fornia. This 

ban is in re-

sponse to SB 

175, passed in 

2016, which 

they feel dis-

c r i m i n a t e s 

against lesbi-

an, gay, bisex-

u a l  a n d 

transgender people. It has yet to be seen how the Cali-

fornia ban may impact travel, especially sports travel 

to Kansas. However, governing bodies, such as the 

NCAA, have expressed their intent to pull or deny 

championships in states with discriminatory legisla-

tion. Current Kansas laws may not be having an im-

pact on Sports Tourism, however, event organizers, 

DMOs and cities across the state must remain vigilant. 

   While the politics or interpretation of these laws or 

similar legislation can be debated, the fact is it can 

have a significant impact on the tourism industry in 

Kansas. It is my hope that our legislators will have the 

foresight and understanding that their legislation can 

have unintended consequences; consequences that 

could have significant financial ramifications on an 

already cash-strapped state. ■ 
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Check out all of our 

upcoming webinars HERE. 

Note: It is not necessary to 

enroll in all courses. You 

may choose only the 

courses that would best 

benefit you. 

UPCOMING ONLINE 

COURSES 

This is the year to take full advantage of all the live and recorded tourism 

marketing courses provided to you by the Kansas Tourism Division. 

Welcome to the Kansas Tourism Division's eLearning program.  

Do you know that you have access to 150+ hours of recorded tourism mar-

keting courses as well as access to live tourism marketing webinars every 

Thursday?  

To sign up and get your own unique username and password to access the 

recorded programs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, click 

here: http://www.elearningu.com/public/506.cfm  

To then log in to view the Recorded Webinars, go to: http://

www.elearningu.com/members/department184.cfm  

You will receive information about each week's live webinar every Monday 

afternoon. See information on next week's class below. 

Online Course Benefits: 

• Kansas Tourism Division is providing free access to our Kansas tourism 

industry partners ($49 - $95 value each)! 

• All courses are tourism-focused and are delivered by industry experts 

on an array of topics of interest to tourism professionals - Internet and so-

cial media marketing, branding, customer service, packaging, etc. 

• You take the courses online from the convenience of your office which 

means very little down time and no travel time. 

• Courses are available "live" where you can ask questions at the end of 

the program. 

• Courses are also recorded and available at any time giving you access 

to the courses whenever you need them, wherever you want to take them. 

• You can suggest specific topics and specific speakers.  

Next week’s class is Get Creative, Get Helpful and Get More Visitors 

Designer and speaker Troy Thompson returns with an all-new session for 

ELearningU. You will learn how to find and encourage creativity in every 

team member. Then take that creativity and turn it into helpful and needed 

interactions with your visitor. 

DATE: Thursday, May 4, 2017 

TIME: 1PM to 2PM Central 

REGISTRATION FEE: $49.95 FREE for Kansas Travel (Use Coupon Code 

TravelKS). ■ 

RECENTLY  

RECORDED COURSES 

Kansas Tourism partners, 

sign up and with username 

and password HERE. 

View the Recorded 

Webinars HERE. 

http://www.elearningu.com/public/department103.cfm?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=FVRCWlAAdFdEUQFbF1cZR0BTWxFRRxhbCV4=&utm_campaign=1580:eLearning%20U%2004-24-17
http://travelks.dmplocal.com/main/index.php?action=t&tag=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fpublic%2F506.cfm&id=1580&viewers_email=marlee%40brightcarpenter.com&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fpublic%2F506.cfm%3Futm_source%3Ddmc%26utm_medium%3Demail%26ut
http://travelks.dmplocal.com/main/index.php?action=t&tag=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fmembers%2Fdepartment184.cfm&id=1580&viewers_email=marlee%40brightcarpenter.com&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fmembers%2Fdepartment184.cfm%3Futm_source%3Ddmc%26u
http://travelks.dmplocal.com/main/index.php?action=t&tag=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fmembers%2Fdepartment184.cfm&id=1580&viewers_email=marlee%40brightcarpenter.com&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elearningu.com%2Fmembers%2Fdepartment184.cfm%3Futm_source%3Ddmc%26u
http://www.elearningu.com/public/506.cfm?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=FVRCWlAAdFdEUQFbF1cZR0BTWxFRRxhbCV4=&utm_campaign=1580:eLearning%20U%2004-24-17
http://www.elearningu.com/members/login.cfm?hpage=department184.cfm?utm_source=dmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=FVRCWlAAdFdEUQFbF1cZR0BTWxFRRxhbCV4=&utm_campaign=1580:eLearning%20U%2004-24-17
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2017 VETO SESSION OUTLOOK 

      Kansas law-

makers wrapped 

up the first part of 

the 2017 legisla-

tive session on 

April 7 and will 

return to Topeka 

on Monday, May 1 after a three-week spring break. 

   Heading into Veto Session with a $889 million budg-

et shortfall and no tax package or school funding for-

mula, there is much speculation about how long it will 

last. Legislators have already approved extending the 

statutorily-approved 90-day session by 10 days in an-

ticipation of the hard work in front of them this year. 

   First item of business? Probably taxes. 

   The Consensus Revenue Estimating Group, made up 

of university economists and state budget officials, met 

on April 20 to revise the November 2016 State General 

Fund (SGF) forecast revenues. They announced at a 

joint meeting of the House Appropriations and Senate 

Ways and Means Committees yesterday that the state 

is expected to see increased tax revenues of $156.4 

million over November’s projections. Receipts are ex-

pected to be up $62.5 million for the remainder of 

FY17, up $42.9 million in FY18, and up $51 million in 

FY19. 

   After several efforts to pass a “flat” income tax bill 

during the regular session failed, legislators are plan-

ning to take a second look at a two or three income tax 

bracket plan on individuals, which would also repeal 

the small business tax exemption and eliminate the 

March to Zero trigger. A similar bill was vetoed by the 

Governor earlier this year and fell three votes short of 

an override in the Senate. However, removing the pro-

vision that made the tax increases retroactive to Janu-

ary 1, 2017 could be the key to gaining a veto-proof 

majority this time around. 

   Once a tax bill passes and appropriators have pro-

jected revenue numbers to work off, the budget bills 

for FY18 and FY19 should move quickly. The Senate 

passed their mega budget before the April break, while 

the House’s budget is still awaiting debate and vote on 

the floor. Meanwhile, both the House Appropriations 

and Senate Ways and Means Committees met Thurs-

day and Friday to start assembling their “omnibus” or 

catch-all budget bills that typically close out the legisla-

tive session. 

   For school funding, the K-12 Budget Committee fin-

ished their work on a new school finance formula be-

fore first adjournment. The bill is to replace the expiring 

two-year block grant funding system that’s been found 

unconstitutional by the Kansas Supreme Court. Closely 

resembling the old formula, the new plan targets more 

at-risk, low achieving students and increases funding 

by $150 million per year over the next five years. 

   The Legislative Coordinating Council also hired attor-

ney and former Senator Jeff King (R-Independence) 

before leaving for spring break to review the bill and 

create a record of evidence for the courts as lawmak-

ers finalize the legislation. 

   Aside from taxes, budget and school funding, confer-

ence committees will continue to meet, negating differ-

ences between House and Senate positions on many 

bills. Monday marks the 77th day of the legislative ses-

sion. ■ 

LEGISLATIVE AUDIO 
Take advantage of the live audio feeds from the 

Kansas Legislature. To listen to Senate proceedings, 

click here. To listen to House proceedings, click 

here. In addition, some committees have live audio 

feeds, as well, this year. To check on the availability 

of audio, you’ll need to first access the particular 

committee you’re interested in. If audio is available, 

it will be noted on the committee’s page.  For a list of 

Senate committees, click here. For a list of House 

committees, click here. 

http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20170123/-1/316?viewMode=1#handoutFile_
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/RoomRouter?location=house&viewMode=1#handoutFile_
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/committees/standing/senate/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/committees/standing/house/


Page 6  April 2017 

 

 

   There’s a new addition to 

the Resources Section of 

the TIAK website: White Pa-

pers. 

   Our Education Committee 

has researched and collect-

ed white papers on various 

topics. Current White Paper 

listings include: 

• The State of the Ameri-

can Traveler 

• EppersonDest Product 

Development: A Review 

and Analysis of the Role 

of CVBs in Destination 

Product Development 

• Destination Brand Build-

ing 

• Five Destination Brand-

ing Principles to Boost 

Economic Recovery 

• Toll Advocacy: It’s Not 

Just For a Crisis 

• Amadeus: Shaping the 

Future of Travel—Macro 

trends driving industry 

growth over the next 

decade 

   All of these white papers 

can be found on the TIAK 

website at: www.tiak.org/

resources/white-papers-

reports. Be sure to check 

them out!  

WHITE PAPERS  

   The Kansas Wildlife Feder-

ation recently recognized 

several individuals from 

around the state with their 

an n u a l  Co n se rv a t i o n 

Awards in a ceremony held 

during their annual banquet 

and hosted this year at 

Acorns Resort on Milford 

Lake. Travel Industry Associ-

ation of Kansas (TIAK) 

Board member and Advoca-

cy Committee Chairman Jim 

Zaleski was recognized as 

the Conservation Communi-

cator of the Year for his 

work in promoting the outdoors in Southeast Kansas and throughout the State. 

   Zaleski is a 23-year veteran of the tourism industry and has held the Conven-

tion & Visitors Bureau (CVB) director position in Labette County for almost 10 

years. He has also filled the role of economic development director for the past 

sixteen months. While serving in other tourism roles, he worked in various 

CVBs promoting the outdoors, from the Chicagoland Lake Michigan Shores to 

the shores of New Jersey and Florida before coming to the Ozark foothills of 

Southeast Kansas. 

   Zaleski was recognized for a combination of achievements including working 

with outdoor media, and a Southeast Kansas produced radio show, as well as  

his tenure as president of one of the largest outdoor journalist groups in the 

county, the Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers (AGLOW). While at the 

tourism helm in Labette County, Zaleski has partnered with Kansas Wildscapes 

to host a Governor’s Fishing Open, hosted two meetings of the Outdoor Writers 

of Kansas and a special media event, “Cast & Blast” for AGLOW. 

   “Working with the media has been a big part of our marketing strategy and 

we could not have done it without the help of so many people throughout the 

community,” Zaleski said. In reference to the award, he was quick to defer the 

honor to those that helped coordinate the events he hosted. 

   Zaleski began serving on the board of directors for AGLOW in 2010 and was 

elected president of the organization in 2015 before being asked by the board 

to serve a second term in 2016. He has earned the Certified Destination Mar-

keting Executive (CDME) designation from Destination Marketing Association 

International and is one of 22 tourism leaders worldwide that also holds the 

organization’s fellowship designation. ■ 

TIAK MEMBER RECEIVES HONOR FROM 

KANSAS WILDLIFE FEDERATION 

Jim Zaleski receives the Conservation Communicator  

of the Year award from Kansas Wildlife Federation  

President, Angela Anderson. 

http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports


Page 7  April 2017 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

(CLICK ON EACH LINK FOR  

MORE INFORMATION): 

Travel Industry Association  

of Kansas 

825 S. Kansas, Suite 502 

Topeka, KS 66612 

PH: 785.233.9465 

Email: office@tiak.org  

www.tiak.org 

 

May 1, 2017 

Veto Session Begins 

Kansas Statehouse 

May 7-13, 2017 

National Travel & Tourism 

Week 

May 11, 2017 

Executive Cmte Meeting 

Pittsburg, KS 

June 8, 2017 

TIAK Board Meeting 

Greensburg, KS 

July 13, 2017 

Executive Cmte Meeting 

Manhattan, KS 

August 10, 2017 

TIAK Board Meeting 

Salina, KS 

September 14, 2017 

Executive Cmte Meeting 

Hutchinson, KS 

October 23, 2017 

TIAK Board Meeting 

Garden City, KS 

October 23-25, 2017 

Kansas Tourism Conference 

Garden City, KS 

2018 KANSAS OFFICIAL TRAVEL GUIDE 

   The 2018 Kansas Official Travel Guide is officially open for business! Midwest 

Living, a Meredith Corporation magazine brand and strong partner of Kansas 

Tourism, will once again be publishing the guide.  

   An early bird discount of 5% for ads & listings is available if placed before May 

31. Visit the Kansas Official Travel Guide webpage or contact Andrea Etzel with 

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism at 785-296-7091 or an-

drea.etzel@ks.gov for more information. Online listing payments may be paid by 

credit card this year through online payment processor Extranet. ■ 

ECLIPSE STAMP FEATURES KC KS 

From KMBC  

   The United States Postal Service 

is releasing a first-of-its-kind stamp 

that changes when you touch it, and 

it features Kansas City, Kansas. It’s 

called the Total Solar Eclipse Forev-

er stamp, and turns into an image 

of the moon when you touch it. 

   On the back of the stamp you’ll find a map of the August 21st total solar 

eclipse path, which features Kansas City, Kansas as one of the locations. This 

is the first total solar eclipse in the United States since 1979. Much of the Kan-

sas City metro will go completely dark in the middle of the day. 

   The stamp uses thermochromic ink, which causes it to change when you 

touch it. The image changes from a total solar eclipse, to a picture of the moon, 

and back again once it cools. The stamp will be issued as a Forever stamp and 

is equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price. ■ 

mailto:office@tiak.org
http://www.tiak.org
https://www.travelks.com/kansas-official-travel-guide/?guid=c47cf90d-d3d0-4aab-a15a-86c77bf7c9f8&preview=true
mailto:andrea.etzel@ks.gov
mailto:andrea.etzel@ks.gov
http://www.kmbc.com/article/new-color-changing-eclipse-stamp-features-kansas-city-kansas/9571162

