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From Bridgette Jobe, TIAK President 

   I love this time of year—Spring makes me feel renewed, re-

freshed and newly-motivated. “In winter, I plot and plan. In 

spring, I move.” —Henry Rollins 

   Over the last couple of months, the Kansas Tourism Confer-

ence has been in full planning mode; the agenda is being final-

ized, speakers are being confirmed, and Roxanne and her crew 

in Garden City are coordinating fabulous events. Make sure you 

have your calendars marked for Oct. 23-25, more specific details will be coming 

soon. I encourage you to think creatively about someone you can invite to conference 

so our numbers can grow this year. Share how you value the education and network-

ing. I know each year I leave conference inspired to be a better advocate for tourism 

in my community and state. 

   This is also a great time to be putting in the work to become a Kansas Destination 

Specialist (KDS). This TIAK certification program is designed to familiarize and further 

your knowledge about the State of Kansas, tourism marketing and leadership. New 

KDS members are presented their pins at the conference in October, and you have 

until mid-September to get your book reports and points submitted. Who in your of-

fice needs to become KDS certified? Go to tiak.org for more information. 

   My final encouragement to you this spring is to take a few moments to write a quick 

thank you note to one person who has been a consistent champion of tourism for 

your community. Who is the first person that comes to mind who supported your 

achievements this past year? Too often we get caught up in the day-to-day grind and 

sometimes just stopping to say thanks can do wonders. 

   “The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality. The last is to say thank you. 

In between, the leader is a servant.” —Max de Pree ■ 

    

http://www.tiak.org
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NATIONAL TRAVEL & TOURISM WEEK 

National Travel and Tourism Week 2017 takes place this year May 7 -13, and 

is shining the spotlight on the people behind our nation ’s travel industry 

with this year’s theme: “Faces of Travel.” More information can be found 

here. Be sure to let us know what events are planned in your community!  

NATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM WEEK  MAY 7-13 

   jhP is completing a toolkit to support our partners’ efforts in promotion of National Trav-

el and Tourism Week in Kansas. This week is meant to underscore the significant contri-

bution made to the Kansas economy by our industry. The toolkit will give communities 

comprehensive and easy-to-share assets—from content for blogs, to media guides and 

letters for elected officials. This toolkit provides community partners a resource to: reach 

out to media and elected officials, promote and plan local events and stage effective ac-

tivities. Community partners can simply plug-in their data and information into the assets. 

   These materials follow the national effort of showcasing those who are our contacts with travelers and guests, 

helping underscore the many touch points travel and tourism creates. 

   Here’s what the toolkits will include: 

• A guide: 7 Ways to Celebrate National Travel and Tourism Week. 

• Sample blog post: Highlighting the impact and benefit of the tourism industry—locally and nationwide. 

• Elected Official letter template: A request to participate. 

• Sample proclamation template for mayor. 

• A guide: Talking points about National Travel and Tourism Week. 

• A guide: How to make Rally Day a success. 

• Sample op-ed on how travel growth positively impacts jobs. 

• Fast Fact card. 

• Logos to share in newspapers, social media, etc. 

• Promotional material: Posters to share in hotels, restaurants or retailers—anyone in the tourism  

industry. 

   We want to emphasize to our leaders how integral the travel sector is to the Kansas economy. It contributes 

more than $10 billion in expenditures and sustains over 94,000 jobs. Join us as we celebrate the Faces of Travel 

and what they do for our industry. ■ 

https://www.ustravel.org/news/nttw-2017-share-your-%E2%80%9Cfaces-travel%E2%80%9D-story
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PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS 

From American Alliance of Museums    

Trump Budget Proposes Billions in Cuts, Including Elimination of IMLS, NEH and NEA 

   The Trump Administration formally proposed elimi-

nating the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

(IMLS), the National Endowment for the Humanities 

(NEH), and the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

in its preliminary budget proposal for Fiscal Year 

2018. These eliminations are part of a package that the administration projects would cut $54 billion in domestic 

spending in order to offset an identical increase in defense spending. Although a full budget proposal is not ex-

pected from the Administration until May, this document also appears to target museum-related programs at the 

Department of Education, the Department of State, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

   “While these proposals from the Trump Administration were rumored for some time, they are no less alarming 

and disturbing to see released today. The Institute of Museum and Library Services, the National Endowment for 

the Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts, and other programs play an essential role in helping muse-

ums make the arts and the humanities accessible to all Americans,” said Alliance President and CEO Laura Lott. 

“It is Congress—not the President—that will ultimately determine funding levels for these vital agencies. After a 

record-setting presence at Museums Advocacy Day 2017, the Alliance will continue to work with our allies to 

build on Congress’ tradition of strong bipartisan support for these agencies.”  

   Click here for an infographic on support for Kansas Museums. ■ 

House Sub. For SB 70 would enact law the Kansas Amusement Ride Act and 

make changes to permitting, registration, moneys collected, injury 

reporting, death of patrons, insurance, definitions, qualified inspectors, 

inspections, records, standards, testing, violations, and rule and regulation 

authority. The bill has passed the House and will now go to the House and 

Senate Federal and State Affairs Conference Committee. If you have fairs, 

carnivals, festivals or other types of events, please review this bill and 

share it with your city, county or chamber to ensure those events are in 

compliance with this new act. You may view the bill here. 

KANSAS AMUSEMENT RIDE ACT  

http://www.aam-us.org/advocacy/take-action/advocacy-alerts/20170316
https://tiak.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Funding-Dollars-from-NEH-NEA-IMLS-for-Kansas-Museums.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/sb70/
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BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE 

NEW JOBS AVAILABLE ON THE 

TIAK WEBSITE! 

PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS (CONT.) 

From McClatchy DC Bureau 

Trump proposes deep transportation cuts in rural regions 

that supported him 

   President Donald Trump, who has promised to make a 

$1 trillion investment in the nation’s infrastructure, has 

proposed $2.4 billion in cuts to federal transportation 

programs that fund air and rail service and road and 

transit projects. The cuts would disproportionately affect 

rural communities that voted for him, and the Republican 

lawmakers who represent those states and districts may 

oppose the plans. 

   Trump’s budget takes the controversial step of remov-

ing air traffic control from the Federal Aviation Admin-

istration and spinning it off to a private, nonprofit corpo-

ration. Trump would eliminate subsidies for long-distance 

passenger trains and commercial flights to rural commu-

nities. Both could isolate small towns with few transporta-

tion options. 

   Trump would freeze transit funding for projects in major 

cities and eliminate funding for a popular grant program 

established under former President Barack Obama that 

states and cities have used to build recreational trails, fix 

streets and rail lines and bring back streetcars. It would 

also abolish a 50-year-old program that built nearly 

3,000 miles of improved highways in Appalachia, one of 

the most economically distressed parts of the country. 

The region, stretching from Pennsylvania to Georgia, 

helped deliver Trump the presidency. 

   Trump has yet to reveal the specifics of his $1 trillion 

infrastructure proposal or how he plans to pay for it. But 

it’s widely anticipated that he’ll lean heavily on private-

sector funding with Congress unlikely to provide a sub-

stantial sum of federal investment. White House Budget 

Director Mick Mulvaney said not to discount the admin-

istration’s infrastructure proposal, despite the cuts in the 

budget. Mulvaney said the reductions were made be-

cause the administration believes them to be less effi-

cient than the infrastructure package that it’s working on 

for later on this year.  

   Click here to read more in the article about the specific 

impact on Kansas’ transportation industries. ■ 

The 4th Congressional District of 

Kansas will hold its special election to 

replace Mike Pompeo, who was 

selected as CIA Director, on  

April 11, 2017.  

Kansas’ 4th Congressional District is 

located in southern Kansas, with the 

largest city in the district being 

Wichita. Sedgwick County began early 

voting this week.  

Candidates include Republican  

Ron Estes, Kansas Treasurer;  

Democrat James Thompson,  

civil rights attorney; and  

Libertarian Chris Rockhold,  

Wichita flight simulator instructor. 

SPECIAL ELECTION 

https://tiak.org/resources/jobs-and-internships/
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article138839948.html
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article138839948.html
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DESTINATION CAPITOL HILL 2017 

From Gloria Moore 

   TIAK members attending the annual 2017 Destination Capitol Hill 

advocacy event in Washington, D.C. included Linda Craghead, Na-

talie Bright, Bridgette Jobe, Donna Price and Gloria J. Moore. The 

event began with keynote speaker Martha Raddatz, Chief Global 

Correspondent at ABC News. Ms. Raddatz gave a 

synopsis of her life of travel throughout the world 

covering war-torn areas. She did not fear for her 

life, she was only after the accurate story to pre-

sent to the public. Her presentation was a remind-

er that we all need to tell our story and/or con-

cerns to our elected officials. 

   This advocacy event was very rewarding and a 

new experience for me. Meeting with Representa-

tive Yoder and the staff of Representatives Mar-

shall and Jenkins, as well as the staff for Senators 

Moran and Roberts proved to be a learning experi-

ence for all involved. Kansans may not always 

voice their concerns to our members in Congress, 

therefore advocacy groups like TIAK and its’ mem-

bers are the important key.    

   The TIAK delegation voiced concerns about preserving 

and continuing to expand the Visa Waiver Program, pre-

serving the Open Skies agreements and improving 

transportation infrastructure. At the present time, Kan-

sas is not represented in the House and Senate Travel 

and Tourism Caucuses, which has an influential voice in 

the industry. All the members of Congress were encour-

aged to join the Travel and Tourism Caucus. I would rec-

ommend at your next coffee or meeting with your Con-

gressman that you also ask them to join the Caucus. 

They do not have that many meetings and the rewards 

would help Kansans. 

   Improving infrastructure concerning airports, highway 

improvements and immigration not only affects the ur-

ban areas but also the rural areas within Kansas. The 

airports in the US are all need major improvements and 

modernization. The Open Sky Policy allows for more 

competition from foreign airlines. At the present time 

there is very little competition and the three US Legacy 

airlines are pushing back against foreign competition.  

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.ustravel.org/events/DCH
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   There’s a new addition to 

the Resources Section of 

the TIAK website: White Pa-

pers. 

   Our Education Committee 

has researched and collect-

ed white papers on various 

topics. Current White Paper 

listings include: 

• The State of the Ameri-

can Traveler 

• EppersonDest Product 

Development: A Review 

and Analysis of the Role 

of CVBs in Destination 

Product Development 

• Destination Brand Build-

ing 

• Five Destination Brand-

ing Principles to Boost 

Economic Recovery 

• Toll Advocacy: It’s Not 

Just For a Crisis 

• Amadeus: Shaping the 

Future of Travel—Macro 

trends driving industry 

growth over the next 

decade 

   All of these white papers 

can be found on the TIAK 

website at: www.tiak.org/

resources/white-papers-

reports. Be sure to check 

them out!  

WHITE PAPERS  

Kansas is a 

large supplier to 

the airline indus-

try and the ex-

pansion of the 

Open Sky Policy 

would mean 

more jobs and 

growth within 

Kansas for new 

aircraft.  Medi-

um and small 

airports will see 

reduced ser-

vices.   Highways 

are carrying heavier cargo which damages road and bridges continually. Urban 

and rural Kansans rely on good roads to deliver and receive their products. 

Railroads are also another piece of the transportation puzzle. 

   Travel and Tourism ranks in the top 10 industries in 49 states and Washing-

ton, D.C. In 2015, domestic and international travelers to Kansas spent $7.4 

billion and generated $926.3 million in tax receipts. Continuing to make im-

provements to our infrastructure, communicating that we do want legitimate 

travelers to visit our state and voicing our concerns to Congress regarding trav-

el and tourism issues is vital for the increase of domestic and international 

travel. Not only working in the Travel Industry, but also owning a business in a 

small town, I know firsthand that without the domestic and international travel-

er we would not be in business. ■ 

(Continued from page 7) 

DESTINATION CAPITOL HILL 2017 (CONT.) 

http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

(CLICK ON EACH LINK FOR  

MORE INFORMATION): 

Travel Industry Association  

of Kansas 

825 S. Kansas, Suite 502 

Topeka, KS 66612 

PH: 785.233.9465 

Email: office@tiak.org  

www.tiak.org 

 

April 13, 2017 

TIAK Board Meeting 

Mulvane, Kan. 

May 1, 2017 

Veto Session Begins 

Kansas Statehouse 

May 7-13, 2017 

National Travel & Tourism 

Week 

TRAVEL JOBS SURGE IN FEBRUARY 

From U.S. Travel 

   Despite slower year-over-year growth, the travel industry played no small role 

in the positive jobs trend last month. The travel industry added 8,400 jobs in 

February, according to the U.S. Travel Association’s analysis of this month’s La-

bor Department employment report.  

   Job gains occurred in most travel-related sectors, particularly in the lodging, 

amusement/gambling/recreation, food/beverage service and airline industries 

last month. So far in 2017, travel has added 11,500 jobs—growth, but still slow-

er than the total for this time last year (19,000 jobs by this point in 2016). 

   The travel industry remains a consistent job creator for the U.S. economy, add-

ing new jobs 10 out of the last 12 months and continuing to support one in nine 

American jobs. The monthly jobs report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics indi-

cates that total nonfarm employment increased by 235,000 in February, and 

the unemployment rate remained little changed at 4.7 percent—continuing a 

trend that will likely lead the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates soon. ■ 

 

Augusta Chamber of Commerce & CVB 

The Oread 

mailto:office@tiak.org
http://www.tiak.org
https://www.ustravel.org/news/travel-jobs-surge-february
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.ustravel.org/system/files/Media%20Root/Document/US_Travel_AnswerSheet_2015.pdf
https://www.ustravel.org/system/files/Media%20Root/Document/US_Travel_AnswerSheet_2015.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm

