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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

   The 2016 Kansas Tourism Conference is just around the cor-

ner—October 17-19 in Olathe, Kan. Hopefully you’re registered for 

this three-day trifecta of fun, learning and networking. If not, 

there’s still time (see the link below to register). 

   This year’s Keynote Speaker is sure to hitch your wagon! Mitch 

Holthus has been the “Voice of the Chiefs Radio Network” since 

1994 and has established himself as one of the Midwest’s most 

recognizable and honored broadcasters.  

   The Kansas Tourism Conference kicks off on Monday, October 17, with a side trip 

to IKEA, world-renowned provider of a range of home furnishing products, where the 

role of retail will be on display. Following that excitement, first-timers to the confer-

ence will have their own orientation and reception, and sponsors and exhibitors will 

enjoy a reception, as well. 

   Tuesday is packed with valuable information and an incredible lineup of speakers, 

along with a large array of exhibitor booths to browse—all at the Olathe Convention 

Center. The Olathe CVB Signature Community Event will close out the day traveling 

back in time to the Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and Farm.  

   Wednesday will round out the conference with an abundance of breakout sessions 

in Marketing, Sales, Social Media, TGT and Agritourism, led by some of the best in the 

industry. The day also includes the TIAK annual meeting and goes out with a cloud of 

dust. We’ll have a Trails Adventure celebration at the Kansas Tourism Dinner and 

Marketing Awards Banquet. And if the wheels haven’t fallen off your wagon after that, 

plan to join TIAK and several Kansas Legislators at the PAC Nightcap Reception to 

close out the annual conference.  

   We look forward to seeing you next month when we blaze a trail to Olathe for Kan-

sas tourism! ■ 
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TRAIL NOTES 

   All trails lead to Olathe next month. Make some new friends and get 

reacquainted with old ones, enjoy great learning opportunities and speak-

ers, visit a trailblazing business, meet some knowledgeable exhibitors, 

and get updates on the tourism industry as a whole, all while having a 

great time!  

   Saddle up with these trail notes for your journey: 

 Leave your bloomers and pioneer boots at home—you’ll want to wear 

comfortable shoes and appropriate dress to this event. 

 We’ll be honoring some real trailblazing pioneers at the conference 

this year, so if you have suggestions on who should get to ride shotgun 

and be specially recognized for their service, send your suggestions to the 

TIAK office: office@tiak.org.  

Your Trails Adventure awaits! ■ 

Plan to join the Travel Industry Association of Kansas as we celebrate the 

Power of Travel Kansas and speak to our Kansas legislators with a unified 

voice. Help us advocate for the travel industry in the state of Kansas by 

sponsoring this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSIENT GUEST 

TAX (TGT) 

In an effort to better 

understand how 

TGT is collected and 

spent, TIAK Is con-

ducting a survey of 

our members. We 

ask that only one 

person from each 

organization take 

the survey so not to 

d u p l i c a t e  r e -

sponses. You may 

access the survey 

h e re :  h t tp s: //

www.surveymonkey.

com/r/TGTSurvey.  

mailto:office@tiak.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TGTSurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TGTSurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TGTSurvey


Page 3  September 2016 

 



Page 4  September 2016 

 



Page 5  September 2016 

 



Page 6  September 2016 

 

From Tampa Bay Times, by Roger Dow, CEO of the U.S. 

Travel Association 

   Anyone who has sat on the tarmac for hours, navi-

gated a crowded, crumbling terminal or languished in 

long TSA lines knows that our nation’s airports need 

help. Politicians from Donald Trump to Hillary Clinton 

agree. But the current airport funding system provides 

little flexibility to make things any better. What to do? 

   First, it’s important to know a little bit about the con-

gressionally concocted funding scheme that keeps U.S. 

airports stuck in the last century. 

   Here’s how it “works.” Congress applies a mix of fed-

eral taxes and fees to the base airfare for each flight, 

which fund government ser-

vices like air traffic control, 

TSA screening, safety inspec-

tions and airport upgrades. 

These taxes typically account 

for 13 to 16 percent of the 

total ticket price, although 

their individual rates have 

almost nothing to do with the 

actual cost of the services 

being provided for each 

flight. 

   Of the $13 billion in federal aviation taxes that flyers 

pay each year, Congress devotes only $3.35 billion 

(roughly 25 percent) to airport upgrades. That’s paltry 

compared to what’s needed—$15 billion per year, ac-

cording to one recent survey. And of the $3.35 billion 

that Congress does spend on airports, approximately 

$1.17 billion (35 percent) goes to airports that primar-

ily serve private jets and recreational aircraft, and have 

virtually no commercial service. 

   To supplement this meager investment, Congress 

also allows airports to collect a Passenger Facility 

Charge of up to $4.50 per passenger, which each air-

port can use to fund projects that reduce flight delays, 

enhance security or increase the number of available 

flights. These funds totaled another $3.3 billion in 

2015. But since 2000, Congress has neglected to 

raise the PFC from that $4.50 maximum, even as infla-

tion has doubled construction costs during that period. 

   So while airlines are in the midst of an eight-year fee-

ing frenzy (checked baggage, change fees, you name 

it), Congress has frozen airport fees in place for more 

than 16 years and stopped airports from raising—even 

by $1—their PFCs to pay for projects that actually make 

it easier and better to fly. What’s worse, for every fed-

eral tax dollar that flyers pay, Congress spends only 65 

cents on airports that actually have commercial pas-

sengers, while the other 35 

cents goes to subsidize air-

ports that most people will 

never use. 

   That sounds like the defini-

tion of inefficiency to me. 

   Thankfully, a solution re-

sides in a bill introduced by 

Reps. David Jolly, R-Belleair 

Bluffs, Gus Bilirakis, R-Palm 

Harbor, and Thomas Massie, 

R-Ky. The Restoring Local 

Control of Airports Act of 2016 (HR 5563) would allow 

airport authorities to set their PFC rates based on 

what’s needed to adequately fund essential mainte-

nance and upgrades. 

   Even better, because airports could raise more 

money locally, the bill would also—hallelujah—cut fed-

eral ticket taxes by $2 on the average roundtrip airfare 

and reduce congressional spending on airports by 

$400 million per year. 

(Continued on page 9) 

COLUMN: A BILL THAT’S GOOD FOR TRAVELERS,  

THEIR WALLETS AND OUR ECONOMY 

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/column-a-bill-thats-good-for-travelers-their-wallets-and-our-economy/2292906
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   There’s a new addition to 

the Resources Section of 

the TIAK website: White Pa-

pers. 

   Our Education Committee 

has researched and col-

lected white papers on vari-

ous topics. Current White 

Paper listings include: 

 The State of the Ameri-

can Traveler 

 EppersonDest Product 

Development: A Review 

and Analysis of the Role 

of CVBs in Destination 

Product Development 

 Destination Brand Build-

ing 

 Five Destination Brand-

ing Principles to Boost 

Economic Recovery 

 Toll Advocacy: It’s Not 

Just For a Crisis 

 Amadeus: Shaping the 

Future of Travel—Macro 

trends driving industry 

growth over the next 

decade 

   All of these white papers 

can be found on the TIAK 

website at: www.tiak.org/

resources/white-papers-

reports. Be sure to check 

them out!  

WHITE PAPERS  

From the Kansas City Star 

   “The Great American Eclipse,” a total solar eclipse, will take place on August 

21, 2017, when the shadow of the moon will pass over the northeast corner of 

Kansas. The total solar eclipse reaches the state at 1:02 p.m. CDT and exits at 

1:09 p.m.  

   The darkest part of the moon’s shadow, called the umbra, will move at Mach 

2, or more than 1,500 miles per hour, cutting a 70-mile-wide swath from Ore-

gon about 10:15 a.m. to South Carolina at 2:49 p.m. and on out to sea. The so-

called “path of totality” will clip the northeastern edge of Kansas and cut across 

Missouri, bisecting both Kansas City and the St. Louise area. In this area, the 

closer you are to St. Joseph, the longer you’ll be in the dark. ■ 

SAVE THE DATE: AUGUST 21, 2017 

3i SHOW 

    The 62nd annual 3i SHOW takes 

place Thursday, October 13–

Saturday, October 15, 2016 in 

Dodge City, Kan., in the heart of the 

agricultural region. The 3i SHOW is a 

salute to Industry, Implements and 

Irrigation. Organized and managed 

by Western Kansas Manufacturers Association, the show provides an opportu-

nity for exhibitors from all over the world to showcase their agri-business prod-

ucts. It is the largest free exposition of its kind in the entire state of Kansas and 

has attained nationwide recognition. Enjoy free admission and free parking at 

this “North American Agri-Business Tradition.” ■ 

http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.tiak.org/resources/white-papers-reports
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article65995227.html
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

(CLICK ON EACH LINK FOR  

MORE INFORMATION): 

Travel Industry Association  

of Kansas 

825 S. Kansas, Suite 502 

Topeka, KS 66612 

PH: 785.233.9465 

Email: office@tiak.org  

www.tiak.org 

 

October 17-19, 2016 

Kansas Tourism Conference 

Olathe, Kan. 

November 4, 2016 

Engaging Your Community 

webinar 

November 8, 2016 

General Election 

November 10, 2016 

TIAK Executive Cmte Mtng 

December 8, 2016 

TIAK Board Meeting 

Topeka, Kan. 

February 8, 2017 

TIAK Day on the Hill 

Topeka, Kan. 

March 28-29, 2017 

Destination: Capitol Hill 

Washington, D.C. 

A BILL THAT’S GOOD FOR TRAVELERS, 

THEIR WALLETS AND OUR ECONOMY (CONT.) 

   If this bill were enacted today, every flyer in the country would pay less in fed-

eral ticket taxes tomorrow. What’s more, flyers would only pay an increased PFC 

when departing from an airport that’s in need of substantial upgrades—and 

much of the increased fee would be offset by the ticket tax cut. Also, unlike to-

day, all of it would be reinvested back into providing flyers a better experience 

the next time they travel. 

   This bill may not magically solve every issue with our current aviation system. 

But compared to how airports are funded today, it’s simply brilliant. 

   Travel is an essential part of our daily lives and critical to our economy, gener-

ating $2.1 trillion in domestic economic output and supporting 15 million Ameri-

can jobs. Safe, modern and efficient airports are vital to sustaining this growth 

by keeping travelers moving. ■ 

(Continued from page 6) 

Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce/CVB 

Lowell Milken Center for Unsung Heroes 

MIK, LLC dba Super 8 

US TRAVEL, HOTEL INDUSTRY JOINTLY 

URGE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON ZIKA 

From U.S. Travel     

   On the hells of the lawmakers’ third failed attempt to approve an emergency 

Zika funding package, the U.S. Travel Association and the American Hotel & 

Lodging Association (AH&LA) joined forces to urge immediate action on Zika 

money—or risk significant damage to the lives of citizens and the U.S. economy. 

   Over 120 hotels, state tourism offices and other travel organizations signed 

the joint letter, which was sent to all members of the House and Senate. In the 

letter, U.S. Travel and AH&LA highlighted the importance of securing new re-

sources for combating Zika before existing funding dries up at the end of Sep-

tember, and warned of widespread economic ramifications for the U.S. if that is  

left undone. 

   Read more detail about the joint letter here, and learn more about the Zika 

virus response on U.S. Travel’s Zika resource page. ■ 

mailto:office@tiak.org
http://www.tiak.org
https://www.ustravel.org/news/us-travel-hotel-industry-jointly-urge-congressional-action-zika-funding
http://www.ahla.com/pressrelease.aspx?id=39175&terms=zika
https://www.ustravel.org/toolkit/emergency-preparedness-and-response-zika-virus

